[image: image1.png]VVaterTimeE



[image: image2.png]VVaterTimeE



[image: image2.png][image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]




[image: image1.png] 

D48: Watertime Steering Committee meeting and stakeholder workshop report

Luebeck 25-27 November 2004
The fourth Watertime Steering Committee meeting and stakeholders workshop consisted of five elements:

· Partners-only meeting (24/25 November) 
· Steering Committee meeting (25 November)
· Experts workshop and discussion (26 November)
· Partners final meeting (27 November)
1. Partners-only meeting 25 November 2004
The first partners meeting discussed the draft reports on case studies that had been produced , and the draft of City in Time. The discussion identified common themes and issues emerging from the case studies and CiT, and their impact on the future workpackages. The methodology for developing the synthesis in WP4, and the ‘best practice’ and decision-making model in WP5, were also discussed.
2. Steering Committee Meeting 25 November 2004
Steering committee members present included: 

· Robin Simpson, Consumers International, London, UK

· Emil Bojin, Consumers Protection Association (Asociatia Pentru Protecta Consumatorilor din Romania), Bucharest, Romania

· Bengt Hedenstrom, CEEP, Brussels, Belgium

· Steve Bloomfield, Unison, London, UK (representing EPSU)

· Arturo Gómez Martínez, EMACSA (Empresa Municipal de Aguas de Cordoba), Cordoba, Spain
Apologies were received from CEMR (Council of European Municipalities and Regions) 

This session included presentations of the work on case studies, the City in Time, and the expected structure of the future workpackages.  There was considerable discussion on all these points, with stakeholders indicating their interest in various aspects of the studies.
3. Experts workshop and discussion November 2004
A series of presentations were made by a number of invited speakers, followed by discussions, which included the participation of the steering committee as well as Watertime partners and visiting experts. The topics were planned to address the theme of participation, aiming to cover such questions as:

 
* What are the different national experiences with participation and transparency in water policy?

* What is the impact of increased participation and transparency on urban water decision-making?

* How has participation evolved over the last 100 years? How will it further evolve in the future?

* What is the impact of a lack of participation and transparency?

* What are the reasons behind the pronounced differences in participation traditions in Europe?

* Is there a need to limit participation and transparency?

* Which instruments might be recommended to improve participation and enable transparency?

The presentations (now available on the Watertime website) were made by: 
· Andreas Kraemer, Ecologic, Berlin, on participation as a pivotal element of EU water politics

· Arne Panesar, W&A, Freiburg, Germany, on experiences with participation and access to information at the local and regional level in Southern Germany

· José Ramon and Andrés Caballero, Universidad Complutense Madrid, Spain on the Spanish experience with participation in the water sector

· Leandro del Moral, Fondacion Nueva Coltura del Agua, and Seville University, on the role of information and participation in water management and the EU research project ADVISOR. 

· Emil Bojin, member of Watertime Steering Committee, Bucharest, Romania on the contemporary Romanian experience with civil society participation in decision-making on urban water management

· Christelle Pézon, Engref, Montpellier, France on users' participation in drinking water services management and regulation in France from the mid 19th century to 2000, through the jurisprudence of the Conseil d'Etat. 

 
4. Partners final meeting 27 November 2004
The final partners meeting discussed the outcomes of the steering committee meeting and the seminar, and identified points of particular interest for Watertime.  The meeting then discussed the work to be done for the next year, and agreed on a work programme to finalise case studies and the City in Time workpackages. 
It was agreed that the next workshop will be held in Baja, Hungary 11th-14th May 2005, and that the final workshop will be held in Greenwich in December 2005 (subject to the agreement of the EC).  

WaterTime partners:  
PSIRU, Business School, University of Greenwich, UK 
ERL, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
Institute of Environmental Engineering and Biotechnology (IEEB), Tampere University of Technology, Finland 
International Water Affairs, Hamburg, Germany 
Eötvös József College, Hungary
Coordinator: PSIRU, Business School, University of Greenwich, Park Row, London SE10 9LS, U.K. 
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